Course Title: Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Theories and Research
Course No. : Eng. Ed. 518   	Credit Hours:   3
Nature of the course: Theoretical	Teaching hours 48
Level: M Ed
Semester: Second



1. Course Descripton
This course is aimed at exposing the students to the sound theoretical foundation in Second Language Acquisition (SLA ) theories and encourage them to engage in the SLA research. The course consists of five units. The first unit presents the fundamental concept of SLA and related disciplines. The second unit exposes the students to the various approaches to SLA including the universal grammar and non –language factors. The third unit presents the overview of the different theories and models of SLA. The fourth unit introduces the students to the instructed second language acquisition. The last  unit engages  the students to the practical work on the  SLA research. 
1.  General Objectives 
General objectives of this course are as follows:
1. To familiarize students with the fundamental concepts of SLA
1.  To  acquaint  them with the various theories and models of SLA
1. To enable them to review and analyze the various theories and models of SLA
1. To familiarize them with the  instructed second language acquisition 
1. To engage them in the SLA research

1. Course Contents 
	Specific Objectives
	Contents

	· Introduce second language acquisition
· Discuss  SLA and related disciplines

· Analyze the context of bilingual and multilingual education
	Unit One: Foundation  Second Language Acquisition(SLA) (10hrs)
0. Introducing second Language Acquisition
0. First and second language acquisition
0. Historical overview of SLA 
0. SLA and related disciplines
1. Third language acquisition, multilingualism
1.  Bilingual l acquisition
1.  Heritage  language acquisition
1.  First  language acquisition
0. Context of bilingual and multilingual education


	· Discuss universal grammar
· Illustrate  the various approaches to SLA
· Define, discuss and analyze interlanguage of the second language learner
· Describe the non language factors in SLA
	Unit Two: Linguistics of  SLA (10 hrs)
2.1. The Nature of Language 
2.2. Approaches to SLA 
2.2.1. Early approaches to SLA

     2.2.2 Formal approaches to SLA and universal grammar
2.2.3. Typological and functional approaches
2.2.4. social interactional approaches and interlanguage development
2.3. The Psychology of Second Language Acquisition
2.3.1. Learning processes
2.3.2. Differences in learners 
2.3.3 The effects of multilingualism
2.4. Non- Language Factors in SLA
2.4.1. Affects
2.4.2. social distance
2.4.3. Age differences
2.4.4. Aptitude
2.4.5. Motivation
2.4.6. Personality and learning style
2.4.7. Learning Strtegies

	· Explain the theories of SLA
· Critique the SLA theories
· Compare and contrast the theories and models of SLA
· Describe the role of input and interaction and output in SLA

	Unit Three: Theories  and Models of Second Language Acquisition (10hrs)
0. SLA Theories
0. The accommodation theory
0. Discovery theory
2. SLA Models
1. The acculturation model
       3.2.2. The Nativization Model
2. Input, interaction and output in SLA
2.  Input in SLA (Krashen’s  Hypothesis)
2. Interaction in SLA (Long’s InteractinalHypothesi)
2. Output in SLA (Swain’s output hypothesis, Gass’s Idea)
2. Feedback, recasts and negative evidence
2. Attention and consciousness raising
2. The role of input and interaction in language learning


	· Define instructed second language acquisition
· Talk about the classroom language and processing instruction
	Unit Four:  Instructed Second Language Acquisition (8 hrs)
0. Classroom language
0. Processing instruction
0. Teachability and learnabitlty
0. Focus on form
0. Effectiveness of instruction

	· Introduce second language research
· Explain the nature of second language research
· Carryout second language research quantitatively and qualitatively
· Combining qualitative and quantitative research
	Unit Five: Doing Second Language Research (10 hrs) 
5.1. The Nature of Research
5.1.1. Introduction to second language research
5.1.2. Compiling and analyzing research data
5.1.3. Designing and interpreting research
5.2. Qualitative Research
5.2.1. Case study research
5.2.2. Introspection research
5.2.3. Classroom research: interaction analysis
5.2.4. Practical work on the SLA research

5.3.  Quantitative Research
5.3.1. Descriptive  research
5.3.2  Survey analysis
5.3.3.  Correlational research

5.3,4. Quasi-experimental research
5.3.5. Combining qualitative and quantitative research



1. Instructional approach
4.1 General techniques
· Lecture and discussion
· Seminar
· Exercises 
· Guided study
· Tutorial
· Self study
· Project work
4.2 Specific Instructional Techniques
	Unit
	Activity and Instructional Techniques
	Teaching Hours (48)

	Unit One 
	Mini-project (theoretical survey of fundamental concepts in SLA)  
Instructor-guided self study, open class discussion 
	10

	Unit Two 
	Mini-project (articles book chapter review followed by classroom presentation)
Demonstration and production of English sounds. 
	10

	Unit Three 
	Reflective  writing: Essays on the theories and models of SLA
	10

	Unit Four 
	Instructor-guided lesson plan preparation/peer teaching/ seminar papers 
	8

	
Unit Five
	Carryout mini-research on SLA using a particular research design
	10

	
	
	

	
	
	



5. Evaluation 
5.1 Internal Evaluation 40%
Internal evaluation will be conducted by course teacher based on following activities: 
1. Attendance                                                       4 Points 
1. Participation in learning activities                       6 points
1. First assignment/midterm exam                         10 points
1. Second assignment/assessment (1 or two)          10 points
1. Third assignment/assessment			     10 points
Total                                                                40 points 
Note: 
· First assignment/assessment might be mid-term exam + assignment or book review or article review or a term paper on specific issue/topic, midterm exam or unit test and quiz etc. according to nature of course. 
· Second assignment/assessment might be project work, case study, seminar, survey/field study and individual/group report writing, term paper based on secondary data or review of literature or documents etc. 
· Third assignment/assessment might be mid-term exam + assignment or a term paper on specific issue/topic, midterm exam or unit test according to nature of course. 


5.2 External Evaluation (Final Examination) 60%
Examination Division, Office of the Dean, Faculty of Education will conduct final examination at the end of the semester. 
1. Objective type question (Multiple choice 11 × 1 =        10 points
1. Short answer questions(5 questions × 6 points )  =      30 points 
1. Long answer questions (2 questions × 10) =                   20 points 
                                    Total                                                      60 points

1.  Recommended Books and References
 Recommended Books:
1. Baker, C. (1996). Foundations of bilingual education and bilingualism. New York. Multilingual Matters Ltd. ( Unit I, II, III, IV)
1. Brown, J. D. and Rogers T. (2014). Doing second language research. Oxford. Oxford University Press. ( Unit  IV: Whole book) 
1. Ellis, R. (1995). The study of second language acquisition. Oxford: OUP. (For units I to V) 
1. Gass, S. M. with J. Behney and L. Plonsky, L. (2013). Second language acquisition. An introductory course. New York. Routledge. (Unit I, II, III, IV)
1. Mitchell, R. and Myles, F. (2004).  Second Language Learning Theories. Britani Hodder Arnold.( Unit I, II, III, IV) 
1. Saville- Troike, M. (2006) Introducing second language acquisition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. (unit I, II, III, IV)
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